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Background  
The attached document includes information from Poland on work on fish migration routes. 

 

Action required 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the attached information. 
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Poland and FAO
Partnering to achieve sustainable food systems

Poland was one of the 44 founding members of FAO, participating in the Hot Spring Conference in 1943 as well as 
in the FAO founding conference in Quebec City on 16 October 1945. FAO’s shared history of cooperation with the 
Government of Poland has focused on projects that improve the safety and ef ciency of the Polish food system. In recent 
years, Poland has transitioned from a recipient to a donor country, recently funding an FAO study on best practices for 
emergency preparedness. 

Reopening sh migration routes in  
Polish rivers

Some years ago, many Polish rivers were inhabited by 
four migratory sh species – sturgeon, salmon, sea trout 
and vimba. The general deterioration of environmental 
conditions has caused a decline in the migratory sh 
populations, yet the biggest single impact was provoked by 
the damming of the middle Vistula River in Włocławek. The 
dam caused an interruption in sh migration, which in turn 
led to a drastic decrease in catches. Reopening migration 
routes for migratory sh is vital for the increase of natural 
spawning and the number of wild salmon and sea trout 
smolts. This restoration of connectivity for sh is also very 
important from a wider political perspective, due to the 
fact that Poland joined the European Union (EU) in 2004 
and, as such, must comply with EU directives concerning 
natural resource management. The reopening of migration 
routes is in compliance with the Helsinki Convention 
Recommendation (HELCOM) which calls for all measures to 
be taken to improve the environmental conditions in present 
and potential salmon rivers, in an effort to facilitate future 
natural reproduction of salmon. Similarly, protection and 
enhancement of migratory stocks is called for in the FAO 
Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries.
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The Government of Poland approached FAO for technical 
assistance in reopening rivers for sh migration through the 
construction of effective sh passes on the Vistula River and 
its tributaries. FAO developed a plan for the restoration of 
a sh passage at Włocławek, which had three components: 
the modi cation of the existing sh pass, the construction 
of a new sh pass on the left-hand side of the powerhouse 
and the use of the ship lock for sh passage. The Ministry of 
Agriculture assembled a group of experts named “ Team for 
Conservation and Development of Live Water Resources at 
the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development” , which 
consisted of Polish national staff working on sh passage 
issues in order to effectively coordinate the reopening of 
Polish rivers for sh migration and to ensure better planning 
and decision-making with regard to sh pass design.

Speci c tasks undertaken over the course of the project 
included:

 ■ Design of a chamber for scienti c monitoring of the sh 
passage and a viewing chamber for public access

 ■ Expert consultations and study tours to France, Germany 
and the United States of America to visit different types 
of sh passage facilities and to discuss relevant criteria to 
be applied during the planning and designing stages

 ■ Successful training of eight nationals in the use of radio 
telemetry through a workshop on the application of 
telemetry in sh migration studies

At the end of the project, design plans were handed over 
to the Government, which was responsible for correctly 
translating them into construction plans. 6/
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Improved greenhouse management for high 
quality tomatoes

Over the years, large greenhouse enterprises in Poland 
successfully implemented the principles of Integrated 
Production and Protection Technology (IPPT) speci cally 
directed at the tomato crop. However, the method was not 
as successful with small family greenhouse enterprises, 
principally owing to limited nancial resources, lower input 
of technologies, poor information and limtied access to 

individual on-farm advisory 
services. The Government of 
Poland recognized that small 
and medium scale greenhouse 
farmers needed a uniform 
system to generate high-quality, 
wholesome tomatoes with 
a competitive edge in both 
domestic and international 
markets.

The principal objective of the project was to enhance the 
technical and scienti c capacity necessary to improve 
greenhouse management at small scale farmer level,  
in order to produce high quality tomatoes and meet  
EU standards.

FAO carried out a number of technical support missions, 
including two missions by an international expert in 
producer groups. FAO also appointed a National Project 
Coordinator (NPC) in charge of supervising project 
implementation, coordinating Government staff activities 
and ensuring the timely delivery of inputs. The improved 
production system was developed by the employees 
of the Research Institute of Vegetable Crops (RIVC) in 
Skierniewice and it encompassed the possibility of carrying 
out modi cations upon utilizer request. The project was 
implemented in approximately 200 private greenhouse 
tomato production farms, covering almost 150 ha of 
greenhouses and 75 ha of plastic tunnels. The project 
successfully realized its expectations, enabling consumers 
to purchase high-quality, visually appealing produce of high 
nutritive value and free of chemicals. The results obtained 
were subsequently made available to every protected 
cultivation tomato producer and an online decision  
support system was also generated. 

“ We cannot  improve 
nutrit ion w ithout  food 

security. And we cannot  
achieve food security 
without  bet ter food 

systems.”

José Graziano da Silva,
FAO Director-General

Sustainable mountain development

The Sudety Mountains dominate the southwestern part 
of Poland, along the border with the Czech Republic. This 
depopulating mountain area faces a number of challenges. 
The region underwent signi cant social changes as a result 
of international con icts and large population shifts. Since 
the 1990s, market reforms led to increased poverty and 
economic hardship for large sections of rural communities, 
as jobs were lost when former state enterprises and farms 
were privatized and restructured. The situation was further 
hampered by the lack of organization among local farmers 
and producers’ groups, as well as a lack of viable local 
markets for their products.

The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MARD) 
and the regional and local governments requested FAO’s 
assistance in implementing its approach to sustainable 
mountain development, which deals with complex and 
highly fragile systems (environmental, economic, social and 
cultural). The project activities were carried out at national 
and eld levels with objectives to increase the capacity of 
mountain stakeholders; formulate an investment programme 
for sustainable mountain development; and establish a pilot 
project in the Klodzko Valley. Over the course of the project, 
the following main activities were implemented:

 ■ A diagnosis document, entitled “ Lessons of the Klodzko 
Valley Case”

 ■ An investment programme for sustainable  
mountain development

 ■ An inception workshop for about 50 participants from 
multiple sectors, an NGO workshop, and a national 
workshop for presenting the results of the project

 ■ Four pilot activities aimed at increasing diversity in the 
Sudety Mountains

 ■ Two study tours, to Austria and the Aosta Valley

 ■ Various awareness-raising activities, including events and 
television broadcasts

 ■ A project web site was developed
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